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PREFACE 

THE abnormal difficulty of Russian is invariably insisted 
on whenever that language is mentioned. 

Certainly it is not one of the easier languages. But the 
extreme diflSculty experienced by persons in acquiring it (other- 
wise than orally) is, I am inclined to hold, caused by the lack 
of sufficient and trustworthy information in Grammars and 
Dictionaries, rather than by the intrinsic difficulty of the 
language itself. Taking into consideration the number of 
Moods and Tenses there are in Greek, and the few there are in 
Russian, one would be inclined to say that the Greek verb is 
more difficult than the Russian. But, then, the former has 
been thoroughly investigated. Where, one would like to know, 
would scholars be now, if instead of ransacking the treasures of 
classical literature they were still groping about after the 
TTTtox^ o'Toi^^ca of the Greek verb ! 

Why, then, should students of Russian be so hampered? 
The three chief difficulties in the accidence of the Russian 
verb are : 

First, how to determine the conjugation. Thus brosdt* to 
throw, pisdt* to write, and sosdt' to suck, are three infinitives, 
all dissyllabic, and ending in dt\ who, then, could divine that 
they are conjugated all differently, viz. brosdyu, brosdyet etc., 
pish'A, pishet etc., sosii,, sosydt ? Secondly, there is that difficulty 
peculiar to the verb of the Slavonic languages, \iz. the 
determination of the "Aspect," that is the speaker's mental 
point of view with regard to the completeness or incompleteness 
of the action. Thirdly, in many verbs there is a difficulty in 
knowing the form, or forms, taken by the Imperative Mood. 
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The object of the following pages is to examine into the 
formation of the Russian verb, with a view to laying down 
rules for determining these three points. 

In carrying out these investigations I owe much to my 
Russian Mends, who have kindly supplied me with many 
facts, and verified others for me. But I must say, that from 
the very beginning of my labours to almost the end I have 
received from them but little encouragement. They seem to 
have thought that because the verb had not been systematized, 
therefore it could have no system. They never failed to din 
into my ears the fallacy, that the Russian verb, indeed the whole 
language, was as absolutely without order as were the peoplie of 
Russia, when the inhjabitantsH^f Kiev .sent to invite Ryiirik to 
come and rule over them. But I did not believe them. I felt 
convinced that the verb of a language written to such effect 
by Piishkin, Turg^nev, G6gor, Tolstcii and others, could not 
possibly be so lawless as it was reputed to be. So remembering 
Columbus, and the discouragement he endured in pursuing 
what we know now to have been a certainty, I held obstinately 
on my course until at last I touched land. 

In so wide a field of investigation I cannot hope to have 
avoided mistakes and omissions, but I can honestly affirm that 
I have not willingly or wittingly shirked any difficulty, nor 
have I perverted facts to fit in with preconceived opinions. 
On the contrary I have formed, and then rejected, theory after 
theory, when I found them to be inconsistent with facts. 
Indeed every rule that I have given for deciding the Aspect 
is the result of examining each verb, and, in the case of 
compounds, each verb with every possible prefix, over and 
over again, until I arrived at incontrovertible &cts. 

And with facts I have contented myself Theories, as to 
the reason why one compound verb is Perfective, and another 
Imperfective, may perhaps some day be deduced fi-om a 
comprehensive consideration of these facts. 

Meanwhile all I claim to have done is to have made it 
possible for the unaided student to decide for himself the 
Conjugation, Aspect, and Imperative Mood of almost any 
Russian verb he may meet with. Without this knowledg 
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though he might read Russian, and understand the general 
meaning, he would lose altogether the peculiar nuances of 
the language, and certainly be unable to write a single 
sentence correctly. 

As a pioneer I cannot hope to have produced a work perfect 
in any respect. I therefore throw myself upon the indulgence 
of the critics, and frankly invite corrections and suggestions. 

But it must not be forgotten that, as a literary language, 
Russian is still in its youth, so that forms have not yet 
become stereotyped, and that therefore there may sometimes 
be a reasonable doubt as to the propriety of using some form 
or other in some particular sense. 

I am exceedingly indebted to Professor N. Orloff, M.A., for 
not only helping me to read the proof sheets, but also for 
looking through my MS. before going to press. 

W. H. L. 

Bbisley Rectoky, 1909. 
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CORRIGENDA 

For XHjtf read shjeb. 

♦jiHsiTB. Dde *. 

1 and 3 For *na^iTB, -iro, &c. reed ^n^^aTB, -aro, 4sc. 
i^or na^dlTB reac? -na^^TB. 

-For nofi read noli. 

-For pymrf reorf None. 
Add paapfmB, napfuiH. 

39 1 *cnaciTB Bde ♦. This verb should probably have 
been placed in Table II. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE CONJUGATIONS 

All verbs take either e or h as the conjugating vowel of the 
Present form\ 

These two conjugations suffice for Russians, but for foreigners 
several subdivisions are necessary. 

I conjugation has Infinitive in -axL, --feTB, -atb, or -jtb (not -HyxB). 

It retains the vowel of the Infinitive, in the Present, and adds 
the terminations -h), -eT>, -iot'^ as: pa66Ta|TB, pa66TaH), -Axaexi, 
-draiOT^ Similarly hm4|tb, poHi|TB„ ^y|TB. 

ip conjugation drops the whole Infinitive termination -atb, 
leaving a wu76^ending stem, and adds the terminations -h), -ctb, 
-iOT-B, as: cilaxB, ciiQ, ctexi, ciiox'B, 

ly conjugation drops the vowel of the Infinitive termination, 
leaving a consoncmtdl stem, which is modified when necessary (in 
accordance with Chap. iii). The terminations are -y, -ex'B, -yxi, 
as: HCsixB, Hii^f, Amfii'by tfn^yx'B. 

Obs. 1. To this conjugation belong such monosyllables as BpaxB, 
SAATB, pBaxB, spaxB. 

The two following are slightly irregular : 

jraxB, jiry, jiatex'B, jiryx'B, 

cjaxB, nuK), miSxi, nuiox'B. 
Obs. 2. To this conjugation belong all verbs in -nyxB, 

^ " Form " not " tense " because Present form in F Aspect has- a 
FtUwre meaning. 
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Obs. 3. If the characteristic letter be m or n, then euphonic i 
is introduced, and the terminations are -i6, -erb, -KXT'b, as : j^pen^Tb, 

XpeMJ[i6, AP^MJeT'b, XP^MJlDTb. 

Dissyllables with two o's belong to this subdivision, as : noji6TB, 
noj[i6, n6jieT'b, n6jiJ0Tb. 

II conjugation has Infinitive in -htb. 

(1) If, when -HTB is dropped, the stem ends in a vowel, j, h, or 
p, the terminations are -lo, -ht'b, -atii, as: noj^iB, noi6, n6H'rB, 
u6siTb; CTp6|HTB, CTp6H), CTpAHTi, CTpAflTi. Similarly xBail^Tb, 

HHH|liTB, r0B0p|liTB. 

(2) If the stem ends in 6, b, m, or n, then ji is introduced, but 
not before h of the Present, and Imperative, or fi of the Present, as: 
ji¥>6iTh, a¥>6jiA, j[i66ht'b, aMhti*, Similarly^ m6j[bhtb, rpoM^ib, 
BponliTB. 

(3) After the (in this connection) inmiutable consonants ac, % 
m, m„ the terminations are -y, -hti, -ax's, as : cjij^iTh, -xf, -f shti, 
-fxaxx. Similarly* suimiTh, cn'i^niliTB, coo6ii^liTB. 

(4) After any other consonant the terminations are -y, -nrb, 
-JIT'B, with the necessary mutation of consonant, as : rpysliTB, rpysf , 
rpfsHTi, rpfsflTi. 

II p is like II, only that the Infinitive ends in -aiB, -iTB, or -aiB. 
Thus : 

(1) op^TB, Plough, 6pK), dpHTi, 6paT'B; ap-fexB, spio, apHn, 
apaxi; 6oiTBca, 6oi&cb, 6otfTCH, 6oiTcn. 

(2) rpeMtxB, -MJI&, -MiiTB, -uAt'b. 

(3) jLemiih, -mf, •miT'b, -k^t'b. 

(4) CHAtTB, -af , -J^^TB, -^^TB. 

Observations. 

A. The third plural terminations -jtb, -h)tb correspond Mrith 
the conjugational vowel e; but -atb and 'Sltt> with h. 
Except in three verbs, viz. : 

(1) 61i3SiiT:h, 6'hTf, 61imimh, 6'kBiiT%, 6t3RriMB, 6'kas.iTe, 61iTJrh. 

(2) xorfeTb, xo^f, x6qefflB, x6^eTB, xot^jmb, xot^tb, xoTiTi. 

(3) The plural Future of -;i;aTB, To give, is ;^a^<iMB, ^a;i;<Te, 
Aa^fTB. 

The icttf^, however, is so str^g in Russian, that the vowel of an 
unaccentuated syllable becomes obscure, and therefore unaccentuated 

* The accent is treated separately, Chap. vi. 
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'HTb may be written -dt*, as CTp6iOT'b (locally), and especially for 
the sake of distinction, as CT6K)T'b, They a/re tt^orth, HecT6H)ii;i&, 
Untvorthyy but ctojIti, Thsy stand. 

B. Characteristic p takes y in I, n in II : 
opdixB, To bawly opf (I), 
op^TL, To ploitghy 6pK) (II). 

Ill conjugation has Infinitive in -OBaxB, and -eBaxb (never 
paroxyton). 

It changes -OBaxB, and -enaTB (after ^ or in) into -yio, -yext, 
-yioxi, as : p^^^OBaxB, pdiyio, pi^yex-b, pd^yioxt. Similarly KO'ieBixB, 
xfmeBaxB. 

But -eBaxB after a vowel, ji, h, or p, into -loio, -loexi, -ioiox'b, 
as: BOOBdxB, B01610, B0i6exx, boi6iox'b. Similarly njeB^xB, ahcb^xb, 
ropeBdixB. 

lY conjugation consists chiefly of monosyllabic Infinitives, and 
archaic Infinitives in A, with a few Infinitives which have two e's 
and one with two o's. 

They may be classed as follows : 

(1) Infinitives with characteristic ex, fl;x (xx, x), which in the 
Present form is 

^, as Becxtf, Be^f, bcj^^xb, Be^i, Bejii, Bejii, 
or X, as Mecxti, Mexf , Mex@x'B, -ti, mSje'b, uex6, 

(2) Infinitives with ex, 3X which have respectively c, and 3 in 
Present form, and lose j in masc. sing. Pret., as: Beaxli, Beaf, 
BcaSx'B, Be3<, Bfiai, Beajiii ; cnacxrf (F), enacf , -cexB, -erf, cnacB, 
cnacjli. 

At least one verb retains ex, viz.: pacxtf, pacxf , -cxgxB, -cxrf, pocB, 
pocjtf. 

(3) Two verbs in which the ex of Infinitive becomes 6 in the 
Present, and which lose jl in the masc. sing. Pret., viz.: rpecxrf, 
rpe6f, -66x1, -6rf, rp66'B, rpe6ji<; CKpecxB, CKpe6f, -66x1, -6rf, 
CBpS6'B, CBpe6j[tf. 

(4) Infinitives in -^b, which lose J[ in masc. sing. Pret., and in 
Present have -rf, -mSx'B, as: 6ep6^B, -erf, -erngxi, -errf, depeiB, 
6eperj[i; or -Kf, -^^xb, as: bjic^b, BjeKf, -e^exB, -kA, bj[6kb» 
BjeKitf. 

N.B. xoj[6hb loses the second o in Present and Imperative, 
while 6ep^HB becomes 6peiB in composition with ne, and nep^xB 
becomes npaxB in composition with no. 
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(5) Monosyllabic Infinitives which take v or h in Present^ as : 

msLTh, Squeeze^ SMy, SM&rb, smh, sait. 
saiL, Mow, SHy, shSt'b, she, seal's. 

(6) Infinitives beginning with two or three consonants, which 
take a vowel before the characteristic consonant in Present, as : 
6paTB, 6epf, eep^xi, 6ep<, fipajit; ;i;paTB, ;^epf, fljepSTt, flieprf, 
xpan; CTiaTB, cxeiiS, CT^Jiext, cxeili, CTjaj'b. 

(7) Dissyllabic Infinitives in -tb with two e's, the 1st of which 
they lose in the Present, and s. in the masc. sing. Pret., as : xep^Tb, 
Mpy, Mpexi, MpH, f Mepi, ynepjid. 

(8) Monosyllabic Infinitives with Present stem ending in a 
vowel, or B, as : mhtb, m6k), M6eT'B, Moft, mhj'b ; 6htb, 6bid, 6b6t'b, 
6efi, 6HJi'b. 

(9) Monosyllabic Infinitives which take b in Present, as : 
XHTB, SHBf, HHBgTB, 3EHBli, SHJtB; and One with a: 6htb (F), 
6f Ay, 6fflieT'B, 6yfliB, 65111. 

CHAPTER II 

APOCOPATED PRETERITE 

When the Jt is dropped in the masc. sing., the Preterite is called 
apocopated. 

Besides Verbs IV (2), (3), (4), (7), many verbs (in -nyTB) have 
apoc. Pret. 

1. None in -nfTB have apoc. Pret. 

2. Not all in -nyxB have apoc. Pret. 

3. More compounds than simples have apoc. Pret. 

Thus ;^B<iHyJI'B, but BOSj^Brfn; B^CHyjii, but noB^CBj nfxHyjn, 
but pacnf XB ; and plural nf xjh. 

(a) CTliHyTB makes Pret. cxliHyj'b, but in composition it takes 
Pret. from cthtb, as 3acT£ijiB. 

{h) oinH6[<iTBca makes orali6ca, plural oin<i6iHCB. The other 

compounds of -inndiiTB (pp. xxv and 59) have also apoc. Pret. 

3a) 

>-BiHyTB has Pret. thus, " yfiijix a 6e3X cna," Lyermontov, and 

fem. ** p63a He yBflia," Dmitriev, but past partic. " yBinyBniee n6jie," 
FdahJcin. 

(c) Sometimes for the sake of the metre the longer form is used 
in poetry, as: ^'KacniS CTHxnyji'B," LyennontoVy whereas the general 
form in use is as in B'i&iepB cthx'b. 
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CHAPTER III 

(A) USE OF EUPHONIC J, AND (B) MUTATION OF 
CONSONANTS 

(A) The following examples will show that though the use of 
euphonic j[ follows definite rules, those rules are eccentric. 

1. Whereas euphonic jt is rejected before a of the 3rd plur., as: 
j[i66iiT'B ; it is retained in the Infin., as : iJCJ^njixL ; HCTOMJtiTB. 

2. Whereas it is omitted before h of the Present and Imperative 
of the II conjugation, as : 0CTaH6BHTCfl, JiJo6A ; it is retained before 
H of Imperative of I y, and in the It. form of both conjugations, as : 

ApeMJttf, XP^MJHBaTB, OCTandlBJIHBaTL (N). 

3. Whereas it is inserted before e in the II conjugation after b, 
as nocTdBJienHnS ; it is omitted before b in ly, and in IV, as 

peB^rB, XHBgX'B. 

(B) As in the language generally, so in the verb, the general 
rule is to soften a hard consonant before y, e, and a. 

But the manner of softening is not quite uniform. 

Since only ly, and II (II)9)» and some lY have consonantal 
stems, it follows that these are the only conjugations in which 
mutation of consonants can take place. 

CharaoteriBtio 

consonant of 

Infinitive 

r In I y (nearly obsolete) becomes -xy, -merb, as : 

6pii3raTB, (6p£i33By), 6p£i3xeT'B. 

But in IV from Infin. in -hb we have 6eperf , 6epeseT'B 

and xry, xmerb ; also in ly jiry, jex^tb. 

^ In ly becomes -ay, -atex'B, as : rjo^dTB, ooatf , rj[6xeT'B. 

In II, Up -xy, -j^HT'B, as : xoaiItb, xoxf, x6;i;htb. 

m?, Remains unchanged as in x^xji;aTB and x^axB. 

3 In ly becomes -xy, -xeT'B, as : bas^tb, baslj, B^aceTB. 

In Ily becomes -sy, -3htb, as : pasliTB, paxf, pa3liTB. 

C£ In I y is changed into ii^(=m^), as : ujecs^iB, njE^n^eiB. 
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c In ly becomes m, as: hhc^tb, nHmf, uAmerb, But in 
coc^TB it remains unchanged. 

In II and 11)3 it is always -my, -chtb, as: npoc^Tb, 

npomf, npAcHTB. 

T (pure) In ly becomes -hj, -^cti, as: npixaTB, npiny, npineT'B. 

In II and II j8 -^y, -thti, as: myriTB, my^f, mfrHT'B. 

But ^THTB makes ^Ty, hthtb. 

nT In ly becomes -n^ or -nii(, as: meniiTB, meu^f, 

min^evb; poni^TB, ponn^f, p6nii;eT'B. 
CT In Ip -my, -mexi, as : xjecT^TB, xienif , xi^n^erB. 

In II and 11)8 -my, -cthti, as: npocTliTB, npomf, 
npocriT'B. 
XT In ly becomes -xh, as : rjoxt^tb, iui6xHerB. 
X In ly becomes m, as: nax^TB, namf, nimer'b. In 
one verb, "ixaxB, it becomes ^, ixj, i;^eT'B. 
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PARTICIPLES AND GERUNDS 

Pabticiples are declinable ; Gerunds are indeclinable. Not all 
possible forms of Participles and Gerunds are formed from all verbs. 
It is a matter of usage. 

AcnvB AND Nbuteb. 

Present Participle may be formed from the 3rd pers. plur. 
Present by changing -Ti into -mift, as: cnflTt, cniu^iS, Sleeping, 
Similarly Bcipi^diomift, SHBf n^ift, cooTB-fcxcTByjomift. 

Present Gerund may be formed from the same person by 
changing -iiT'B, -yTi, -iot-b into -a, as : BCTp'l^^dfl, shbh, cnjsfi, ena, 
but -aT'B into a, as : MOJ^d, In silence, 

[There is also an archaic gerund in -y^H and -n^H, as : HHxdin^H, 
nrfmy^H, Biifliio^H.] 

Past Participle is formed from the Preterite by changing -jix 
into -BUiiS, as: ci^AH, CBABmifi. 

Past Gerund by changing -jti into -B'b or -buih, as: c'BAJI'B, 
cinBinH, ciflB'B. 
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Oha. When the Pret. is apocopate, the final t is changed into 
-niiS, as ; poet, pocini&. 

But Beji, Bej^raiS ; rngjn, uie;i;inifi ; ^B'kI^, ^B'feTI^ift ; najn, 
naAmit. 

Passive Participles. 

Preaent Participle Passive happens^ to be identical with the 
\8t person plv/r, Prea, Act, with the mere substitution of the 
adjectival terminations -hS, -aa, -oe, &c. for t, as : ^HideMHft, that 
which is read'^diL^YLiiLU.% that which is seen, 

Obs. Present Part. Pass, is formed only from active tra/nsitive 
verbs ; except two, 6HBdeMHfi, which takes place ; o6HTieMHfi, which 
is inhabited^ 

Past PcMTtidples Passive may be formed from N or F Aspect, 
and end in -hhhS, or thS, as: nfrnyTHS (F), and nfraHHHfi (N); 
6p6nieHHn3 (F); ;i;epraHHHS (N), ;^epHyTHS (F); najeHHHS (N). 

Obs. 1. Present Participle Passive is used with the present 
gerund, as : 6f ;i;y^H xb^jihm'b, On being praised. 

Obs. 2. Past Participle Passive is used with past gerund, as : 
6hb'B XBaj^H'B (or noxBajiSH'b), On having been praised. 

Obs. 3. The verb 6uTh has the only Future participle in the 
language, viz. 6f ^ymift, Which is about to be ; others are formed by 
periphrasis, by means of HMiiomiS (•fexaxB, nojy^HTb, 6htb najna- 
HeHEHMt (fee). 



CHAPTER V 

WHEN TO WRITE ca, WHEN cb 

These are abbreviations of ce6^. Ca is written (1) after b and 
ft, as : xBaiiiTBca, xB^HnxBca, 6p6cBca, BfiKynaftca. 

(2) And is sometimes put after h of Imperative, as : noMOJticA, 
Ck SI. for noMOjtfcB. 



^ By a coincidence it is the same in Greek tuttto/uicv, rvTrro/mciz-o?. 
* 06HTiTb in Intrans. like Fr. "demeurer," not Trans, like Engl, 
"inhabit." 
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(3) It always replaces t, in the Present form, and Fret ; and 
is used with all forms of the Participle, as: mh XBiinucn, n nox- 
Bajiijtcfl; CMOTpiBmifica ffe who uhu contemplating himself {in a 
mirror) (Nom. sing, masc.) ; nomaTHf Bmieca Which tottered (Nom. 
plur. masc.); nocTin^HMHCfl By those who are fasting (Inst. plur. 
com.). 

Gb is used (1) after a vowel, as: noxBaitfiHCB, He xBajtfcB, 
noBdifiTecB, o6oxp^CB, moj[]6cb. 

(2) After all gerunds, as : cMyTicB, KOJLUxi&Ch. 

Obs. In poetry -cfi is often used with the gerund, for the sake 
of the metre. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE ACCENT! (CHIEFLY) IN THE PRESENT FORM 
The accent is either Fixed, Shifting, or Optional. 
(A) The Fixed Accent. 

(1) Throughout the whole (simple) verb in I and Ifi; in II and 
III when the Infinitive is not oxyton, the accent remains fixed on 
the same syllable as in the Infinitive, as: pa66TaeT'B, ^^ih, biIxht'B, 
cixyeT-B. 

(2) Trisyllables of III conjugation oxyton in Infinitive are 
paroxyton^ throughout the Present, as: bobb^tb, boi6io. 

(3) Dissyllables of III conjugation oxyton^ in Infinitive are 
oxyton in Present, as : bob^tb, Byl6, By^Ti. 

Exceptions, One ahcb^tb is par ox, in the Present, viz. xhiSk), 
XHiSexB ; and two cob^tb, njteB^XB have the optional accent in the 
1st person cfib, nj[i6ib. 

(B) The Shifting Accent. 

By shifting accent (Sh.) is meant that the verb is oxyton in 
Infinitive, and 1st pers. sing. Present ; but paroxyton in the other 
persons of the Present. 

! For the contents of this chapter I am indebted in great part to 
Grothe's 4)HJ[OJ[orHqecKiH pasHCKaHia. Not being a Russian, I dis- 
claim any independent knowledge of the subject. 

* When using the words oonyton, parox., propa/rox., the final e of 
the second pers. plur. is not counted. 
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(1) All dissyllables of ly (oxyton in Infinitive), which soften 
the characteristic letter, or take euphonic j, have the shifting 
accent, as: hcb^tb, Hii^f, imfiT'b, ApeM^XB, j(peMj[i6, Ap^MJiex'b. 

(2) A few dissyllables are paroxyUm througlwut the Present, 
viz. ctAhj, t^p^iny, and the archaic (or uncommon) forms t^J^y, 
tcTpi»;i;y, fxp^MJiio, 366JK), 3ri6j[K), 3tfffl:;i;y. Also one of the II 
conjugation, op^TL, Flotigh; 6pH), 6pnT'B; 6pH, 6pHTe; op^'b, opliH. 

(3) Two compounds which do not occur in the simple have the 
shifting accent: o6MaHf, o6MiHeT'b (F), noManf, uo^Anerb (F). 
The only verb in -^b which has shifting accent is Morf , M6aeT'B. 

(4) Trisyllables of ly conjugation which are oxyton in the 
Infinitive have the shifting accent, as : xoxot^tb, ^onf , -6^erB. 
Koj^6j[H) is paroxyton throughout the Present, and possibly also 
ROj£iiny. 

(C) Accent of th^e II conjugation, 

(1) About 50 dissyllables in -<tb have the shifting accent, as : 

BOAl^TB, BOXf , b6aHT'B. 

N.B. These verbs are for the most pa/rt primitives. Moreover, 
of these 50 verbs, 22 have in the first syllable, some 14 have y, 
leaving only about 14 to be divided among the other vowels. 

(2) About 50 dissyllables in -jJtb have the optional accent (but 
not in the 1st person), as : rac^ixB, rainf , (preferably) rdcHX'B. 

N.B. These are for the most part denominatives. Of them 
7 have 0, and 17 have y in the first syllable. 

(3) Of dissyllables on 11)8 conjugation, only 5 have the shifting 
accent, viz. BepT-fexB, ;i;epatiTB, cmotp'^tb, jsjamiTh, xepn-fexB. Of these 
one admits of the optional accent, viz. B^pxiixi. 

(4) There are scarcely more than 20 trisyllables in -<ixB. Of 
these 12 have the shifting accent, and of these 12 there are 7 which 
admit of the optional accent, especially in composition, viz. ^opoJ^tf xb, 
aojiox^xB, Kopox^xB, xepe6iixB, meBejtixB, o6-j[OBOx^xBca, cxaHOB^xBCA. 

(D) The follouring nUes are unthout eosception, 

(1) Bh as prefix of the F Aspect is accentuated. 

(2) Third plurals in -jhox-b or -piox-B are not accentuated on 
this syllable. 

(3) In the first three conjugations (with subdivisions) the 
Preterite of simple verbs follows the accent of the Infinitive, as 
6usiTh, 6HBdl0. 

t This sign is used to mark those verbs which have (or have 
had) two forms of Present, I and ly. 
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(E) A prefix, or a suffix, often changes the position 

of the accenU 
Thus: 

(1) G^^CHTi, but ca^^^TCfl. 

(2) -j[63KHT'B when compounded with no, npH, npo, <kc.; but 
with suffix without prefix josiItch. 

(3) CTy^iTt, but when compounded with npo — ca it is npo- 

CTf^HTCa. 

(4) ^HH^Tb, Repair, when simple, always shifts the accent, but 
y^HH^Ti always keeps the accent on the last syllable. 

(6) nojy^^TL shifts the accent, but pasjiy^liTB has the optional 
accent. The future of npHCJ^TB is sometimes pronounced nptf nueT'by 
according to Grothe. 

(7) So strong is the effect of some prefixes that they affect the 
accent even in the Infinitive mood, as bhc^tl, but saBlid^Tb. 

(F) Effect of the accent on the meaning. 

Some verbs change their meaning according to the position of 
the accent, as : 6iiroB'k;THTB, Ring the hell (for church service) ; 
6j[aroB'fecTliTi», Preach the gospel', Kp^CTH'Tb and rp^cthtcji when 
speaking of Making the sign of the cross, but KpecT^T'B, RpecT^TCA 
when referring to Baptizing ; K6cHT'b, CiUs grass-, KOC^Tt, Squints. 
Some are quite separate verbs, as: ndxHyxb and naxHfTb. 



CHAPTER VII 

FORMATION OF THE IMPERATIVE 

There are three classes. 

(A) Those which are regular, viz. verbs of all the conjugations 
except ly, and II not oxyton. Thus I, II and 11)8 oxyton, and III 
follow the accent of the Infinitive, as : pa66TaTb, -6Ta& ; Hiri^Tb, 
HMtft; HdAHH^axb, Kd^HH^afi; bocb^tb, boi6&; ctiOBaxb, ctTyfi; 
not^Tb, no6 ; syA'feTb, ay^^ (but ;^otfTb, {pi,) ^68x6); while verbs Ip, 
whether oxy, or parox. in Infinitive have the accent on the root- 
vowel in the Imperative, as: CMiiTbCfl, CM-ifeftcJi ; HinTh, ^dftxe (pi); 
and verbs IV follow the accent of the Present form, viz. those in 
-f take -It, as 6epf , 6epli ; in -y take -b, as 6fjt,Y (F), 6y;^b (but jiry 
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makes jaatB, or lari^ the only Imperative with the hard sign); 
those in -lo impv/re take -h, as roHi6, rontf ; in -n pure^ % as h6io, 
Mofi; while -bio becomes -eS, as 6bio, 6e&. 

(B) Those which are in the main regular : this class consists of 
verbs of ly, making Imperative in ^, h, or b. 

(a) Some 30 (simples) which have Infin. oxyton^ and the shifting 
accent in the Present, have the a>ccent of the Infin, in the Imperative, 
as 6opMOTdTB, 6opMO^li ; so too dpexdixB and kojhx^tb {see YI. B 4) 
make -mii. 

Ohs, Those which take euphonic jl retain it before ^ or h, as : 
Kjeni^y xpenjitf, ApeMjiti, R0Ji^6j[n. 

{b) Of verbs which are (or were formerly) conjugated in I and 
ly conjugations, the majority have an Imperative in -aS, and some 
have two forms, as: J^Bli^aTB, ;i;BJirafi; KdnaTB, K^naS; Ky;^^xTaTB, 
Ry^^xTaft ', MexdTB, MeidS and Me^it ; njecKdTB, njecEdS and njien^ll; 
6pd3aTB, 6pli3SH, 6p£i3raft. 

(c) Dissyllable paroxytons^ which are not also conjugated in I, 
mostly end in b preceded by the modified consonant, as: KJ^RaTB, 
KJHHB and KJi^Kag; MdsaTB, MasEB; npiiTaTB, npA^B; ptaaxB, p'i^XB. 

{d) Oxytons in -HyxB make Imperative in if , as ; ;i;aBHf xb, ;^aBHlt ; 
MaxHfxB, MaxH^. 

Paroxytona mostly make Imperative in unaccentuated h, as : 
^ixHyxB, ^dxHH; npiirHyxB, npiirHH; M6KHyxB, m6khh. 

{e) But a few paroxytona take b, as : OKJiHyxB, ok^hb ; Kj[i6HyxB, 
kjiohb; npanyxB, npaHB; cfHyxB, cyHB; pJinyxB, phhb; xp6HyxB, 
xpoHB; xjiliHyxB, xjhhb. 

(C) This class consists of verbs II not oxyton, making Imperative 
in B or H. 

(a) Of some 65 such simple verbs, about 40 have Imperative 
in B, as : ndipHXB, napB. 

(6) About a dozen in h unaccentuated, as : ii6mhhxb, n6MHH ; 

^ I have met with the word only in Nildtin^s Hend flMii^HR^y 
viz. "jTari, ycHii, ^py3K6K'B." 
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CHAPTER VIII 

HOW TO DETERMINE THE CONJUGATION OF A 
RUSSIAN VERB 

(1) Of I conjugation are all Iteratives and compound NT's 
(except two or three mentioned Chap, xi, fi 2); verbs in -6aTB as 
XJ[66aTB, and xii6aTB, Wriggle (but K0Jie6iTb is ly); in -raTB (but 
6p£i3raTB and XBliraTBt); most in -xaxB (but roxi&TB ly, and CTpa- 
;idTBt); in -x;iaTB as Rjmjt,iThCH and poxx^TB (but xix^a'TB and 
XAaTB are ly); in -psaiB as ^epsdiB, xepa^TB; some 50 simples in 
-KaTB (but CKas^TB, nidsaTB ly, ^), and aiRiTB formerly made iirjj 
now ajiidio; in -cKaxB (but hck^tb, njiecR^TB, noiocKdTB are ly, m); 
in -jaTB and -MaTB (but aPCM^tb is ly); in -naTB and -naxB (but 
sdnaTBt; aod xpendxB, n^en^TB, n^nn^TB are ly); in -paTB as HrpdlTB, 
sapdlTB, MapdixB; in -caxB (but nHcdxB, xecdxB, ujLHciTh, ^ecdxB are 
ly, m, and codixB retains c) ; dissyllables in -xaxB pure (but Mex^TB 
is ly, ^); tbree in -xaxB impwrey 6ojxdxB, mchx^xb, BepcxdxB (but 
6jiHcxdxBt); I too are pa66xaxB, ne^dxaxB, BopoxdxB (but most 
other dissyllables and trisyllables in -xaxB are ly); verbs in -xaxB 
as 6j[aroyxdxB, 6fxaxB, hiox^xb, mejiHX^XB (most others are ly, m); 
those in -HaxB which are I are either denominatives, as BejH^dxB, or 
!N Aspect of compounds, as Bcxpt^dxB; all in -hh^^xb; some half- 
dozen in -nraxB; most of those in -u^axB; all neuters in -'i^XB 
derived from adjectives, also BJia^'i^xB, roB'i^XB, rpixB, mj'I&xb, noxifexB, 
npixB, and cm^xb ; in -axB impure ; of those in -axB pure, rather 
more than half are 1)8, the rest are I (except 6o^xbcj[, cxoixB, 6iAXB, 
which are 11)8). 

N.B. Two verbs in -BaxB drop this syllable in the Present form, 
cxaB^xB, cxai6 ; AaBdxB, ;^aI&. 

(2) Of conjugation ly (besides those mentioned in the preceding 
section) are pxaxB, peB-fexB; naxdxB, nsx^xB, kojihx^xb (m), and 
MaxdxB (in)ti also BpaxB, at^axB, pBaxB, xpaxB; all verbs in -oxb, 
and -HyxB ; and opdxB, opf , Bawl ; verbs in -aaxB pure ; trisyllables 
in -xaxB, especially onomatopoeia. 
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(3) Of conjugation II are all verbs in -htl except oinH6[liTBCfl, 
'66tc& ; and a few monosyllables such as 6 htl which are lY. Other 
compounds of -inH6[liTL are II, viz. ot, no^ c, y, sa, npn, nepe. 

(4) Of conjugation 11)8 are about 30 verbs in -iTB ; about nine 
in -HaxB; about half-a-dozen in -saxb ; two or three in -mjaLih ; three 
in -JiTB (§ 1 fin.); also rojc^TB, ;i;HniiTB, and cnaTB; xotI^tb is I y in 
sing. (?), and 11)8 in plur. 

(5) Of verbs in -xaxB, besides those which are I and ly, is 
"ixaTB, tJ^y, iji,eT%. 

(6) Verbs III and IV, see Chap. i. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE ASPECTS 

Thb Aspect is a peculiarity of the Slavonian languages. It 
defines the degree of completion or non-completion of the act. 

The Aspects are essentially only four, viz. Iterative, Imperfective, 
Perfective, and Semelfactive or Unitive. 

(1) The Iterative denotes that the action has taken place 
several times, as owb xteHBaJEi He used to walk\ 

N.B. The Iterative proper is used only in the Fast tense. But 
some Iterative ^rww are also Imperfective in meaning, in which case 
they may be used in the Present tense, as sad^^cdnifl 6uBi¥)T'b no 
nixHHitaM'B Meetings ore held on Fridays. 

(2) The Imperfective (N) denotes that the action has not 
altogether ceased, or wUl not have ceased, at the time of speaking, 
as BO Bp^MJi nporfjOR'B rot6p£Ih a coBepm^'B liiTR^sjufi. jifinh.,, During 
the tvalks which I haA)e taken every day..,; a 6fAy nHcdiB / shaU be 
foriting. 

N.B. The future of the Imperfective is formed with the 
auxiliary, and may be used even when the N is compound, as 
a 6ijs,Y sacxerHBaTB / shall button up (e,g, my uniform). 

(3) The Ferfective (F) denotes that the action is quite complete, 
or will definitely cease, or in the case of Inchoatives (mostly 
compounded with 3a-) that the action has been, or will be, definitely 

^ Dearth of Tenses in Russian is to a considerable extent made 
up for by wealth of Aspects. 
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begun, as OHi p'lmiij'b He decided, a HanHmf / shall finish wriiing^ 
a saHrpi-K) (-n) / «AaZZ 6e^in {have begun) playing. 

(4) The Uniiive (XJ) denotes that the action has taken, or will 
take, place once and that rapidly, as a CTf khjj'B / ga/oe a knocks 
a exf RHy / shall home given a knock, 

N.B. The Present form of F and U has a Future meaning, 
because to the eye of the mind the future act is already present. 
These Aspects have no Present tense. 

Simple Ybbbs 

May have all four Aspects, but never more than three in one 
verb : thus 6p^cHBaTb (It), 6poc^Tb (N), 6p6cHTb (F) ; BepT'^Tb (N), 
BepTHf Tb (U). 

Compound Yebbs 

Can have only two Aspects, N and F. But they may possibly 
have more than one form of these, e,g, 

N F y 

pasjCB^rHBaib) ^ fpa3;i;BlfraTb 

, } Jcemave i , 

pasABHraib J lpa3;i;BHHyTb 

though as a matter of fact, when one form of the compound N is in 
use, the other is superfluous. 

Obs. The verbs BO^iTb, B0fl;iTb, Hocixb, xo^iib, jeadib, cToiTb 
may be termed "Indefinites," since in composition they are some- 
times N and sometimes F. See Chap, xvii, (B), (8). 



CHAPTER X 

FORMATION OF THE ITERATIVE 

(1) Verbs of I conjugation in -aib, and verbs of ly form 
Iterative by changing -axb or -OTb into -HBaib. Accentuated o 
generally becomes d, and the characteristic consonant of the 
Infinitive usually remains unchanged, as hht^tb, ^^THBaib; 

K0JL6Th, R^HBaTb. 

(2) Dissyllable Iteratives (or pro-Iteratives, Chap, xi, 1) are 
oxyton, and thus formed, pBaib, -psBdib ; fl;yTb, -AyBdib. 
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(3) After r, a, k, ck, hk, % in, m, x, and h (from na), and i 
(radical or euphonic) h becomes h, as 6traTL, tf'^rHBaiB; m^hjItb, 

MtHHBaTL; BajrixL, BllHBaTB; ;i;peM^TI>, JCp^MJIHBaTB. 

(4) Verbs Ifi change -htb into (-BixB, or) -HsaxB, and verbs in 
-i^TB (I and 11)9) sometimes change -tb into -b^tb, as: na|flTB, 
-n^HBaiB; cfelaxB, (-cfeBixB), -ci^HBaTB; np-fexB (I), -np'j^B^TB; bcji'Itb 
(11)8), -BejtB^TB. Analogously tmhtb, -XMiBixB, and mhhtb, -mh*- 

B^TB. , 

(5) Conjugations II and 11)8 usually make -HBaiB, and generally 
change 6 into i, as RpoliTB, RpdnBaiB. 

Obs. The change of vowel is sometimes optional, as y-CTpi(6)- 
HBaiB; and sometimes does not take place, as pa3-p63HHBaTB, 
y-np6^HBaTB. 

(6) In II, 11)8 (unlike I, ly) the characteristic consonant is 
modified, generally to the same letter as that of the 1st pers. 
sing. Present, as rocTliTB, romf, rdmHBaiB. 

(7) After 6, b, m, and n euphonic ji is introduced (Chap, iii (2)). 

(8) But there are several exceptions to the above-given rules, 
especially in the II, and 11)8 conjugations : e,g, ckojibs^tb, -cr^jb- 

SHBaTB; BPAXtItB, -BpixTHBaTBj B^JC'I^TB, B^JCHBaXB ; BepX'i^TB, 

-B^pxuBaTB and -B^p^HBaxB ; maa'^xb, rjii^K^BaxB ; xpanixB, xp^nn- 
BaxB; cnaxB, -cun^XB; sp'I^XB, -3Hp^xb; and as a denominative even 
no36pHTB (N) Disgrace, 

(9) III conjugation makes -BHBaxB, without change of 6 into ^, 

as pifCOB^XB, pHc6B£IBaXB; ROB^XB, R6B£IBaTB; nJieB^XB, nJCBBEBaXB. 

(10) IV conjugation in -£IXb makes -bib^xb, as pHXB, -pHB^XB. 
The commonest form in this conjugation is that of shb^xb and 
-MHpdxB. There are also such forms as -MexdxB, Ri^^HBaxB, and 
Bp^AUBaxB {see Table I, col. 7). 



CHAPTER XI 

FORMATION OF THE COMPOUND IMPERFECTIVE AND 
PERFECTIVE ASPECTS 

(a) IMPERFECTIVE AsPECT. 

(1) This is formed by prefixing a preposition to the Iterative, 
whether (a) actuaUy in use, or (6) used only in composition, or to 
(c) a dissyllabic form in -ixB or -axB coined for this purpose, and 

L. d 
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which T name "pro-Iterative" or "Compositive"; as (a) npoHliTEi- 
BaxB Bead throtigh; (b) nepeKopdnHBaib; (c) no^HT^Tb Honotir ; 
cra(o)pdTb; noRyndTb. 

(2) The mutation of consonants in the formation of the 
"pro-Iterative" generally follows the rules given in Chap, iii (B). 
But occasionally not so, as Mj^j, cnymiiTb. 

Also euphonic Ji is inserted in accordance with Chap, iii (A). 

N.B. npoMiicjHTb (trans,) makes npoMiinuiTb. For this change 
of cj into niJi we may possibly compare cjaTb, mjiK). 



(p) Pbrpective Aspect. 

(1) It is very usual to form a "Compositive" from a N in -htb or 
-iTb, as (above) -Ryn^Tb from Kyn^Tb. But it is comparatively rare 
for the form in -atb (I or ly) or -axb (I) to be alone in use in the 
simple, and for the H-foim to appear as compound F, as : 



N 



F 

B03BpaTiTb 

BlipOHHTb 

OnOB'kST^Tb 

sasyc^Tb 

npOMOT^Tb 
HSMtH^Tb 

npHnf^HTb 

and perhaps a few others. (Some of the above are similarly used 
with some of the other prefixes.) 

(2) The following verbs have something more or less remarkable 
in their formation, especially those in -aB^Tb, -CB^Tb, -OBaTb, which 
would seem to point to a " Compositive " with these terminations. 



Bpam^Tb 
poHiTb 

BimdTb (Ch. SI.) 
Kycdxb 
rjiOTixb 

HtH^Tb 
HySA^TbCA 



N 

B03BpailU^Tb 
BHpOHiTb 
OnOB'i^IQ^TB 
SaKfcHBaTb 

nporj^THBaTb 

HSH'^HiTb 

npHHyzAi^Tb 



N 


' 


F 


(saB^maB^Tb) 


Bequeoth 


saB-femiTb F and N 


3anoBt;i;oBaTb (III) 


Order 


sanoBixaTb F and N 


yB^meBixb (I) 


Exhort 


yB-femixb 


3aBt;i;HBaTb (I, but 


MancLge 


None 


III in partic.) 






Ha;i;MeBdTbca (I) 


Be profid 


HaJ^Mi^TbCJi 


HaM^peBixbca (I) 


Intend 


HaMipHTbCH 


coo6pax^Tb 


Conform, consider 


C006pa30B<Tb (III)" 
coo6pa3iTB 



XXIX 



N 






F 


o6yeBiTB (I) 


Obsess 




o6yfl|TB 


o6ypeBiTB (I) 


Toss ahout 




None 


npona^^TB 


Be lost 




JsanponacTiTBca 
InpondcTB 


oraromiTB 
OTarniTB . 


Overload 




OTHr^^TB 


OBpOB^BJHBaXB 


Ensomguine 




OKpOBCH^TB 
OBpOB^BHTB 


oTomeBiiB 


Grow thin with fasting 


OTOmiTB 








raamenejEflBtTB (I) 
laainenejiiTB (I) 


menejiBHTB 


Lisp 




jbojbhjItb 


Set free, let 


off 


yB6jrHTB 



CHAPTER XII 



FORMATION OF THE F ASPECT IN -nyiB. 

(1) -axB of N is changed into -HyTB, as: s^BiTB, siBEfiB; 
xax^TB, MaxHfxB. 

(2) Often ;^, r, k or t is dropped, as : KH;i;iTB, KinyxB ; ;^epraTB, 
ASpnyTB; njecKixB, njecnfTB; xjicct^tb, xJiecHfiB, but more com- 
monly xjecTnfTB. 

(3) The harder consonant is preferred in this form, as : KpH'^^TB, 
Bp^BHyxB; xpacxrf, xpaxnfxB. 

(4) The MflXKid 3HaB'B (b) is often introduced between two 
labials, as: boj[6xb, KOJiBnfxB. 

(5) Dissyllables of III add -nyxB to the Present stem, as: 

KjeB^XB, BJ[]6HyXB. 

(6) Sometimes a change in the radical vowel takes place, as : 
piiiXB, prfnyxB ; KacdxBCH, Kocnf xbca ; noMHHdxB Mention, noMaHf xb. 

(7) Especially is radical n changed into o, as ;i;hx^xb, Aoxnf xb. 

(8) Sometimes u disappears, as xiiKaxB, XKHyxB. But both 
forms cnoxHKHfxBCH and cnoxKHfxBca are used. 

(9) Compounds of n6MHHXB Remember make -noManfxB, with 
N -noMHH^XB, as though from noMHH^XB in (6). 

N.B. An overwhelming number of the F forms in -nyxB are 
from verbs in -axB (I). 
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The correlative of this seems to be that when the only compound 
F (in general use) is in -nyrBy then the corresponding N form is 
(usually) in -UBaTB cut though from the I conjugcUion^ although the 
simple verb (if any) be 11)9, e,g, BiiBepHyiB, BiiBSprHBaTB ; bsfjia- 
HfiB, BsnixuBaTL. With no simple OKynfrB, OKfHHBaiB; o6HaHfTb 
(Sh.), o6]diHiiBaTB. 



CHAPTEE XIII 

COINCIDENT ITERATIVE FORMS 

Bt the necessary mutation of vowel and consonants it sometimes 
happens that the It. form of several verbs is the same. Thus 
-B^SHBaTB is It. form of BOAliTB Lead^ bos^tb Drive, b^j^htb EnticCy 
and of -BasHTB (compare Gterm. n>agen) Da/re ; so that noB^HsaTB 
(N) means Lead a little ; drive a little ; accustom ; and OTBtoHBETB 
(N) means Uncuicuatom ; dare (with -ca). 

Similarly -puB^TB is It. of psaxB and puxB; T^HHBaiB of Tan^TB 
and TOHliTB ; -cHn^TB of ciinaTB and cnaTB ; n^xHBaTB of nax^TB and 
naxnfTB j -K^nuBaxB of K^naTB and Kon^TB, &c. 



CHAPTER XIV 

PREFIXES WITH THEIR CmEF MEANINGS 

Thb prefixes may be divided into three classes with reference to 
their power to raise the Aspect of the verb. First, 6e3, He, npoTHBO 
which have no such power. Secondly, tijeak prefixes, which often do 
not ndse the Aspect (Chap. xv). Thirdly, the majority which are 
strong. 

6e3- is privative, denoting tn-, rfw-, &c. To form the F Aspect 
o6e3- is used, as o6e3noK6HTB. 

B-, B0-, Bi- is strong, denoting tn, to, up, <kc., as b6htb Inculcate ; 
BCTaxB Get up, 

B03-, BOC-9 B3-, BC-, B30-, B3'B- is Strong, denoting up ; back, un- ; 
upon, &c, ; as B03HecTi Lift up; BOCKp^CB He is risen; BCspiiTB 
Uncover. 
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This prefix is often used to form the F Aspect of verbs denoting 
blcusing, exploding (lit. and fig.), as BOcnnjidTB (Ch. SI.) Become 
inflamed (vnth); BcnuJiiTL (Russ.) Fly into a passion. 

BH- is strong, denoting out ; get out of, gain ; thoroughly, au^^, 
&c.; as BiiiacKaTB Drag out; BlinrpaTb Win; BiinnxB Di*ink up. 
When the verb is F, Bli always has the accent. 

;^o- is strong, denoting up to, till ; to, for ; completion, &c. ; as 
AOS^TB Live till; AOB'ipHTB Trust to; js^oji^imTh Complete, 

sa- is strong, denoting inception; together; in passing; after, 
fbr' = ^tV^; away; slightly; too long, &c,; as 3aroBop^TB Begin to 
tcdk ; saxBoptf TB Close ; 3aBe3Trf Drop (a person) in passing ; 3a6iiTB 
forget, forglemTm (Danish), tjerge^ett; 3a6p^TB Take away, 

H3-, HC-, H30-, HSB- is Strong, denoting out, eoc-, e-; utterly; all 
aver, &c.; as hsji^tb Four out; H3BHHiTB Excuse; H36p^TB Elect; 
h36poa6tb Wander all over. 

Ha- is strong, denoting on to ; enough ; as Ha;^tTB Put on ; nasB^TB 
Call by name; nanHT^TB Sate, 

This prefix is much used in forming the F of verbs denoting 
writing, &c,, as HanHcdTB; HapHCOB^TB; Hane'^dTaiBj Haaap^naxB; 
Ha6p6cHTB. 

Ha^-, Hafl;o- is strong, denoting over, super-; down; a little; as 
Ha;i;cM^TpHBaTB Supervise; Ha;i;nHciTB Superscribe, endorse; Ha^oicTB 
Bore (a person). 

He- is privative, as nesejiTB Forbid. 

HH3-, HHC- is strong, denoting dovm, de-, &c., as hhchocji^tb Send 
down ; hhsjos^ tb Depose. 

06-, 0-, 060- is strong, denoting round; aU over; out, un-; as 
o6cTyniiTB Surround; o6j[HH^tb Unmask, 

The 6 of 06- sometimes absorbs an initial b, as in o6paTtfTB, 

o6A3^TB, 06£i'7H£[g. 

0T-, OTO-, OTB is strong, denoting away ; back, un- ; completion ; 
escape by means of; as otoSt^ Go away ; ornp^HB Unharness ; OTKy- 
n^TBCA Fay a fine ; OTfl;'fejiaTBca Get out of some irksome bu^ness or 
duty, 

nepe- is strong, denoting trans-; interchange; over again; all 

^ over, through; aU, one after another; overmuch; a little; as 

nepesesTi Transport; neperOBopixB Negotiate; Exhaust th^ subject 

of a talk; nepenecTtf Carry over, endure; nepec^JHTB Or^ermatch; 

nepesycixB Take a snack, 

no- is strong, denoting a little, or often. It is the commonest 
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prefix for raisiiig the Aspect, without changing the meaning, as 
nofixii Go; or changing the meaning^ as Bix&TB Know; nOB^XftTB 
(komj) Tdl (to some one), 

^o;^-, nojsfi' is strong, denoting up, down, sur-, sub-, suspicion^ 
approckch ; matching, &c, ; as nOAHixB Hoist ; nojcn^cxB Fall under 
(a victim to) ; uojijSfij^miTh Support ; nOAOsp^BaiB Suspect, sv/rmise ; 
^0J^CTy^iTB Come near ; approach ; noAoftxi (neut.) Match. 

npe- (which in origin is identical with nepe-) is weak, denoting 
over, trans-; excess, pre-; and especially opposition; as npe^^TB 
Deliver over, betray (nepe^^TB Transmit) ; npeap'BTB Disdain ; 
npeo6j[aA^TB (N) Prevail; npemiiCTBOBaTB (N) Prevent, 

npe^;-, ^peJ^o- is weak, denoting be/ore, pre-, pro-; as npeABli^'i^TB 
(N) Foresee; ^peJ^^HciTB (F) Prescribe; npewoa^TB (F) Propose. 

npH-, npi- is strong, denoting approach, ad- ; addition, excess ; as 
npifixtf Arrive; n^m^xi^^h Attract; npH6dBHXB; npHnHcdxB; npnnd'iB. 

npo- is more often strong than weak, denoting through ; through- 
out a period ; thoroughly ; as npo^^cxB Read through ; nporocxilxB 
Stay as guest Jor some time; npoB'B^^axB Find out (o, Inst.). 

npoxnBO- denotes opposition ; as npoxHBopt^HXB (N) Contradict ; 
npoxHBocxoixB (N), npoxHBOCxixB (F) Resist. 

pas-, ^dJC', pa30-, pas'B is strong, denoting separa>tion ; opening, 
un-, re-; cessation; (Fr.) abandon; thoroughly, well; as pasdaTB 
Clear up, disseminate; pa3ra;i;dxB Unriddle; pa3J[io6ixB Cea^e to 
love; pacmyxixBca Give oneself up to joking; pascjiiinaxB Hear 
well. The 3 of pas- is absorbed in pastsdxB, paslinyxB. 

C-, CO- is weak, denoting doum ; together, con- ; as coSx^ Come 
doum; coSxiicB Come together; co;i;epatdxB (N) Keep (Chap. xv). 
C- is sometimes used simply to form the F Aspect, as c^JiaxB. 

cy- stands for CB + y, as cfsHXB Mc^e narrow; and for co, as 
cOMH-feBixBca (N) Doubt, ycy(o)MH6xBca (F). But cy- is more common 
in substantives and adjectives, where it has also other meanings. 

Very rarely in stands for c, as in omndpHXB SccUd. 

y- is strong, denoting auxiy; doum; in; as y6'fe3KdxB (F) Run 
away; ynjixB Put down, repress; yndcxB Fall doum; Y^KRjTh Jam 
in. y- is much used to form F of active verbs derived from adjectives 
(as 0- is with neuters); thus ynptn^XB; yKopoxiixB, yMHJiixB; 

Russian prefixes may be used with foreign verbs, as enacoB^XB 
(F) Pass (at cards). 
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CHAPTER XV 

WEAK PREFIXES 

I GALL npe, ^peJ^, (npo), and co weak^ because in the following 
verbs they fail to raise the Aspect : though in many verbs they do ; 
i.e, they are comparatively weak. npeo6jia;^iTi» Prevail \ npen'H- 
-p&TycsL QiMrrel 'y npeK0CJi6BHTB (Ch. SI.) Cwi^a<iic« ; npenixcTBOBaTB 
Impede) npecj'fe^iiOBaTB^ Pro«6cwfe ; n^Q^B^x^ihiJip) Foresee] npe^- 
CTOjiifc (11)8) Be on the eve of\ npe;i;^f BCTBOBaTb Have a presentiment; 
npoB^ A'i^Tb Foreknovj ; npocTpdHCTBOBaTb Travel for some time ; npo- 
^JBCTB0B2iTh Feel deeply ; coj[,GT^miTh (U fi) fC^p ', contain; cohck^tb 
Compete for ; coxaji'i^TB (I) Regret \ commiserate ; copeBHOB^TB 
Emulaiei co;ii4ftcTBOBaTB Cooperate; cocxpa^iidTB Companionate; 
cosepi^dTB Contemplate; cocTJisiTBCfl Compete; co6ojit3HOBaTB Con- 
dole; cooTBtTCTBOBaTB Correspond, suit. 



CHAPTER XVI 

SOME.IMPERFECTIVES, WHICH MIGHT BE MISTAKEN 
FOR PERFECTIVES 

Of the following verbs some on account of their initial letters 
sound like compounds, but are simples (*), others are denominatives 
(**). At all events, all are N. **3B.Bij[,0BB,Th Fnvy ; **3a66THTBca 
Be busy; *3dpHTBca Hanker after; **H3B63HHHaTB Be a cabman; 
**H3'BaHHTB <7ai«e loss; **nakTiiTCTBOBa.Tb Administer the viaticum; 
**HacijiBHHqaTB Use violence to; **KBXiJLij[,OBQ,Th^ Inherit; **HacM'l^ni- 
HH'^aTB Poke fun at; **Haxij[BHH»iaTB Be impudent; **o6oJiiKHBaTB 
Envelope; ** o6^m,iTh Promise ; *ondi/ciTic&Fear; **0TcfTCTB0BaTB 
Be absent; ** ox6Tm:ic& Hunt ; * ne^6miLTh Contradict ; **noB'fecTBO- 
B^TB Relate ; **noB'fecHHHaTB Behave mldly ; ** nordHHTB Dirty (from 

^ Haci']&;i;oBaTB is denominative from Hacji'l^;i;cTB0 ; but Hacjii;!;©- 
Banie is verbal noun from HacjiiAOBaTB, as is npecjii^iiOBaHie from 
npecjid^AOBaTB. 
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pagan); ^nArqHBaTB (I), n6TqeBaTB (III) Regale \ *n6AiHHaTi» Act 
abjectly ; **nOAo6ieT'L One aught ; **noj[fi6ETiaL Be like; ♦♦no36pHTb 
Disgrace; ^^nospoBliTejiBCTBOBaTB Patronize; **nojiocKi[Tb Wash 
up; **iiOl(KO^Th Make into bars; ** nonijjiTh Pomade ; **n6MHHTB 
Remember; ** uoi^m^Th Bedust; ** fL0ci^j^crBQiB9,Th Mediate ; **no- 
CT^TBCA Keep the /oat; **npHBep^XHHHaTB'^ too exacting; ♦♦npn- 
B^TCTBOBaTB Greet; ** npHcfrcTBOBaTB Be present; preside; *np6- 
6oBaTB Try; **npoB6pHTB Obtain dexterously; ♦♦npoMHnuiTB 
FoUow a trade ; * ni^QcAih Ask ; *np6HHTB J2«erwe; ♦♦pa366fiHH^aTB 
Be a robber; *pji3HHTB IHffer; **pa3CB'feTiTB Begin to dawn; 
**pacnfTHHHaTB Lead a dissolute life; *CBepiliTB Bore, pierce; 
*CBiuKeB^TB (I) Flay; ^csaiuiTB Jump, gallop; *cKB03iTb It is 
draughty; ^CRHT^TBCii Roam about; *CK0p6MHTBCJi Bat forbidden 
food in Lent ; **CKpi4THHHaTB Be secretive ; **CKyniiTBCJi Be stingy ; 
**CJiecipHTB Be a locksmith (@c||I6(o)ffer) ; ♦♦cMliciHTB Understand; 
**cuiimj[ETh Meditate; ♦ynoB^TB (I) Trust in; **jRicTBOBB,Th Par- 
take; &c. 



CHAPTER XVII 

HOW TO DETERMINE WHETHER A VERB IS IMPER- 
FECTIVE (N), OR PERFECTIVE (F) 

(A) Simple Yebbs. 

(1) A FEW simple verbs (not in -HyTb) are F: these are most of 
them: 6£Itb, xaxB, jchb, synHTB, nacTB, cxaTB, cicnh, 

(2) Verbs in -nyTB fall into three classes, (a) Those essentially 
F ; (b) essentially N ; (c) F of N verbs, which are very numerous 
(see Table I, col. 5). 

(a) These are F: BepHfxB, rpinyTB, jsjoxufrh Give a puff of 
breathy HiK[HyTB, O'^HfiBCH, naxefiB, xjiiHyTB, inap^xHyTB(cH) 
(and perhaps a few more). 

(b) These are N: BlicHyTB, rdcnyrB, j[,6xujTh Die (of animals), 
JLiimjTh, M§p3HyTB, H^XHyTB, nfxHyTB, cisHyTB, ^dxHyTB, all of 
which are paroosyton and neuter; together with TJinfTB which is 
oxyton and trans, : and intrans. verbs derived from adjectives, as 
H6KHyTB, c6xHyTB. 
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(3) When a simple dissyllabic verb has one form of I conjuga- 
tion and another of II or II j9, they are generally 

N in I conjugation and F in II conjugation 

as pi^m^TB Decide p'j&m^TB 

nycB^TB Allow nycT<TB. 

N.B. Occasionally they are separate verbs, both N, as jiom^tb, 
jOMliTB; jeTdTB, jexiiB. 

(4) p^HHTB Wownd is both N and F. 

(B) Compound Verbs. 
(d) General rules, 

(1) The almost universal effect of a strong (Chapters xiv, xv) 
prefix is to raise It., or pro-It., to N ; and N of all the conjugations 
to F, as Ha6p^iiBaTB (N), Ha6pocdTB (F); cra(o)piTB (N), croptTB 

(F); BOSHHKiTB (N), B03HiE[HyTB (F); HSMOK^TB (N), H3M6E[HyTB ; 

osdH'^HBaTB (N), ok6h?htb (F). 

(2) When the preposition is prefixed before the formation of 
the verb, i,e, when the verb is a denominative, the Aspect is not 
raised, although the verb sounds like a compound. Thus B3;i;6pHTB 
(N) from BBjcopi*; yndcTBOBaTB (N) from yq^cTie; 3a66THTBCii (N) 
from 8a66Ta; saB^jcoBaTB from s^bhctb. This, though the true 
explanation of the phenomenon of many compound verbs being N, 
cannot be regarded as a means of differentiation, since who can say, 
in most cases, whether a verb is denominative or vice versdl 

(3) Compounds of class A (3) follow the analogy of the simples, 
as TLOCTjniTh (N), nocTynliTB (F\ 

(a) And that too even when the simple verb is not in use, as 
BHpyH^TB (N), BiipyqHTB (F). 

(b) Sometimes, however, the Iterative form is preferred in the 
compound N, as pasBopdiHBaTB (N), pa3BopoT^TB (F). 

Obs. 1. When, by reason of the meaning, the F Aspect is hardly 
admissible, the compound N in -arB, -atb, is only in use, as : 
ynpaSH^TB Practise, exerdsej no^cpasdxB ImitcUe, no6jaaulTB Connive 
at. 

Obs. 2. Sometimes however the absence of the F Aspect is a 
mere omission of the Dictionaries, as: o6ox^tb (N) Deify, o6o- 
K^TB (F) Adore as God, yBaat^TB (N) Respect, yfidatHTB (F). 

(4) All compounds of the following verbs, whether in -axB or 
-HTB, are F : rHtBaTBCJi (N), re'^BliTB (N) ; Kax^TB (N), KaTliTB (N); 
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louiTh (N), louiih (N); naiiTb (N), Baiin (N); xacE^TB (N), 
TaniiTB (N); BydLiB (N), [-EjciTh]; 6pociTB (N), 6p6cHTB (F); 
xBaT^Tb (N), xBETiTb (F); soH<iiTb (N), k6h<ihtb (F); pasHiTL (N) 
Level has no siinple form in -htb» bat in composition cpa(o)BHiTB 
(F) Level, and cpaBHiiTB (F) Compare, 

(5) In composition the following verbs are paroxyian in F, 
and oxyUm (when used) in N: 6iraTB; XBHraxB; symaTB; KianjiTBca ; 
siHKaTB (]uli<iy, KiliierB); HiiKaTB^ Hackle; HysaTB; ptsaTB; 
noisaTB; npsLXMh Leap; ciinaTB; THsaTB^ -an, -aen Tuioyer; 
THKaTB, Tii^y, Tiiqerb Thrust; ysH^x) (F), ysHaiS (/Vw.), and so 
other compounds of anaTB. It is donbtfol whether pastfyx^TB (N), 
pa36fxHyTB (F), is to be connected with 6fxaTB. 

(6) Verbs of class A (2) (b) osoaUy have a compositive or pro-It. 
form in -^tb, as: noBHCilTB (N), noBic[HyTB; OKHd^TBy OKicHyrB. 

(a) A number of verbs which have no simple {eee Table II) 
follow this analogy, as: saifOJKilTB, 3aM6jK[HyTB ; npocAuiTB, 
npocisHyTB; BocspeciTB, B0CKp&;[HyTB; HcneaiTB, HC<i^3[HyTB; 
OCAS^TB (no F form in use). 

(6) To these may be added sanuiTBCfl (N), dSiEKvfncE. (F); 
H3piir^TB (N), HspursfTB (F), also in composition with or-. 

Whereas other verbs in -aTB denoting peculiar sounds are F in 
composition, as saxpiSxaTB. But puKi^TB has another form pu^^TB 
(11)3), whence aapuH^B (F). So too crfisaTB and cTyniTB (HP) 
give F nocTyiiTB (F). 

On the other hand, HOJ^aiB (II i^) makes saicoJB^TB (N), 
3aM6jK[HyTB (F). 

(p) Verbs of the 1st conjugation, which m composition are 
sometimes N, sometimes F, 

(1) KH^c^TB (N), KliHyTB (F) makes noKH^c^TB (N) Forsake, 
nostf j^UBaTB (N) Cast backwards and forwards, ckhx^tb (N) Divest, 
BCK^AHBaTB (N) Throw up; but BiiRHxaTB, and khxi(tb with sa. 
Ha, 0, nepe, npo, pac are F ; while npHSHA^TB is both N and F. 

(2) All compounds of lerfeTB (II P) are F ; so too are exer^TB 
(F) Go there and back in no time, and HSJex^TB (F) Fly all over; but 
exex^TB, HajECTdTB Alight, and BiueT^TB Fly out, are N. 

Similarly compounds of Bxa^r^TB (I) are F. While -Bxa^liTB has 
o6[B]xa;i;^TB (N) Be possessed of, and coBJa^dTB (F) Manage. 

^ But (-MiiK^TB) To press has F -MKHyrB as cmus^tb, coMKHfrB^ 
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(3) M'JbniTL is F with bA, Ha, no, npo, and has meaning 
Exchange or barter in exchange ; but N" with b, 3a, H3, 06, ot, nepe, 
npH, and c ; with F -v.^uiTh; but nOAMtHHsaxb (N) Substitute, 

(4) The Ch. SI. B']&]Ii,i(tl in composition with aa- (bequeath) is 
N or F, with N form saB'i^ii^aB^TB ; with y- (exhort) it is F, with 
N form as in Chap, xi (4), where is also sanoBt^coBaxB (III). But 
N with the other prefixes, and having a F form -b'^ct^tb, as: 
HaB'^m^TL (N) Pay a vitsit, naB'^^T^TB (F). 

(5) pOHjixB takes the form -poH^TB for F in composition with 
3a, 06, y, npo ; but napoHjlTB, paaponiTB, and also aaponixB are F ; 
while BBEpoHJTB and B£[p^HHBaTB are N; and BfipOHATB Let fall 
(many things), BiipOHHTB Let fall (one thing) are both F. 

(6) Also yBa3iTB (N), yBi3HyTB To stick (in the mud), while aU 
compounds of ba3|(tb To tie are F. 

(7) no6HBdTB Visit is F ; but other compounds of 6ub^tb are N. 

(y) Verbs 0/ the Ist conjugation which are never F in composition, 

Bpan^^TB; oot^tb; ronixB; a^b^tb; Kac^TBCA; kopot^tb; MeK^XB 
(pop-); nij[j3kTh; HyaAiTB(ca); caatiiB; cbcpk^tb; CBtxiTB; carixB 
(archaic); 'fe3aiTB; verbs of class A (3), such as nycKixB, nycxixB; 
also BHxdxB has o6[b]hx^xb (N) Inhabit, 

(8) Verbs 0/ conjugations II amd II P^ which in composition 
wre sometimes N, sometimes F, 

The " Indefinite " verbs bo^h^xb, B03^xb, hoc^ xb, xo^h^xb, and two 
of II )8 jemixB and cxoixB vary their Aspect with different prefixes, 
and with different meanings. 

(1) When boahxb in composition is N it has F -Becxi (or -xb) j 
when BOAHXB in composition is F it generally has N -BdaiHBaxB. 

Most of the compounds of bo^hxb are N, viz. b, b3, ;i;o, 3a, H3, na, 
06, ox, nepe, no;i; ; no, Move about (Intrans. e,g, pyKaMn), npe;^, npn, 
npo, pa3, c, y ; 063a, Supply. But at least three are F : bSIbo;i;hxb 
Lead about all over ; no- or c-BOA<ixB (Trans, e.g, ;^HxeS no ca;i;y) ; 
npoBOjCHXB Exercise a horse ; see horns, 

(2) B03HXB in composition is generally N with a F -Be3x<l(-XB), 
viz. B, B3, BH, J^o, 3a, Ha, 06,' ox; nepe, Carry a^osSy remove (by cart, 
boat, &c.), noJ^, npn, pa3 ; cbo3hxb or yB03HXB Carry a^vay, off. But 
CB03nxB Take (in a vehicle) to is F, and so too is n0B03HXB Drive 
a little^ noBasHBHXB (N). 

(3) HOCHXB in composition is more often N than F. When N 
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it has a P -HecT<i(-TB), viz. B3-, B-, bh- ; ao- Inform^ sa- Leave in 
passing, na- j 06- Enclose^ nepe-, noA- ; no- TradtLce^ npeBOS- Eoctol, 
npH- Bring ; iipo- Ga/rry hy^ pa3- Hawk about, c- Take doum to : 
endvre, y- ToA^e au^^. But when hochtl means to wea^^ it is F 
in composition, with I^ -HdmHsaTB, as : saHOCHTB or h3- Wear out, 
06- Mender easy by weaHng, OT- Geaae weaning, nepe- Wear too long^ 
npo- Wear some time, wear through, pa3- Make wider (boots) by 
wearing. Also ;i;ohochtb Go her time (woman), and chochtb Bring 
together. 

(4) XOAHTB when N in composition has generally F -fiT< ; when 
F it has generally a N -xdzHBaiB. 

N 
BoexoA^TB (Ch. SL) Ascend; 

BCxoAiTB (Buss.) Eise 
BHXo;i;<iTB Go out 
AOXOjCliTB Beach 
HCXOA^TB Proceed (Ch. SI.) 
HaxoJ^6TB Find 
o6xoAHTB Go all round; Elude 
0TX0fl;^TB Depart, die (of person) ; 

leaA)e, start (of steamer, d^.) 
noxoA^TB Be like 

noAxo;i;HTB Come near; suit 
npeBOCxoAHTB Eotxel 
nepexo^HTB Gross over 
npHXOAHTB Arrive 
npoxo;^HTB Pass through 
pacxoAHTBca Separate 
cxo;i;htb Go doum 
yxo;i;HTB Go away (of a person) 

(5) N 

no^uemaxB 

Ha^uexaxB 

npHHa^JieKaTB 

npejCjesaxB 

npHjesaxB 
N.B. Those compounds 
which refer to literal lying are 
F, and vice versd 



BlixOAHTB Bring up 

HCXOxiTB Go through and through 



noxOAHTB WcUk up and doum a 
little 



npoxo;i;HTB Spend time in strolling 
pacxOAHTBCfl Go in thoroughly for 
exOAHTB Go to {call) 
yxasHBaTB (N) Nurse; court 
yxo;i;HTB Spends do for, kill 

¥ 
BiijieautTB 
AOjes&TB 
sajeacaxBCH 
HaieacaTBCfl 
nepejesaxB 
nojemaTB 
pasjieaiaTBCJi 
npojteacaTB 
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CTOaTB 



(6) N 

COCTOATB 
OT) 

06}' 
npexcTOiiTB 

paSCTOATL 

npoTHBOCTOflTB Oppose (Dat.) 



F 



CTOHTL 



HOCTOflTL 

OT. 
HaCTOATB 

nepecTOflTB 

ycTOATB Withstand (npoTHBB) 



There seems in the compounds of ctoatb to be a tendency on the 
part of the N to be intrcms. ; but not vice versd, 

Ohs, A few compounds are both N and F, e.g. co^eT^K), 
aaB'J&nutK) ; (N) He npHn6HHH) ero HMeHH / donH remember his name ; 
(F) a BaM-B 8T0 npHn6MHK) VU maike you remember it/; npHSHA^TB 
Throw in addition. 

It must also be remembered that in the popula/r language the 
Present is often used for the Future, and vice versd, 

N.B. Many verbs which might be mistaken for F, but which 
are really N, are given in Chapters xv, xvi. 



CHAPTEE XVIII 



DOUBLE PREFIXES 

Thb double prefixes most in use with the verb are : b03C0, bcho, 
sanoA, sanpo, Hsna, Hano^, hhcho, HHcnpo, o6e3, onpe, oc, nepec, 
npexHa, npe;i;no, npeAnpH, npe^y, npe^o, npeno, npenpo, npHco, 
npHcno, npoB03, npoH3, no unth many prepositions^ pacno, pacnpo, 
conpH, conpo, eno, ypa3, yco. 

(1) In most cases a double prefix, as far as the Aspect is 
concerned, may be regarded as a simple one; thus 
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.Ha „ 
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Ha „ 
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Get into debt 


3a;i;oj[saTB 
.nosaxojsaTB 



(2) But not always so, since no before another prefix sometimes 
raises the Aspect, as BaxiixaxB (N) Sigh, noBaxuxaTB (F) Sigh a 
little ; and o very generally before 6e3, as 6e3jil6xHTB (N) DepopukUe, 
o6e3jii6xHTB (F); and so too boo, bc, as HenaBiix'^TB (N) HcLte, 
BOSHeHaB^A'^TB (F); Ch. SI. npeBOCJiOBHTB (N) Contradict, Bcnpe- 
BOCjIOBHTB (F). 

So too other prefixes, as CHHTdTB (N) Compute, but o6chht^tl, 
HacHHTdTB, nepecHHT^TB, npoc^HT^TB are all F. 



TABLES 



TABLE I 

SOME 975 SIMPLE VERBS CONJUGATED; WITH THEIR 
CHIEF COMPOUNDS 

N. denotes Fmper/ective^ P. Perfective, It, IterctUve Aspect. 

Col. 1 gives the Simple Verbs in the Infinitive Mood. They are 
all N. unless otherwise marked. All Verbs in this column, if 
used at all with the prepositional prefixes given in col. 5, form 
the F. aspect, unless marked with an asterisk 

* which refers to Chap. xvii. 

t denotes that the Verb has, or at one time had, two forms of the 
Present (viz. I and ly, Chap, i, vi, and viii). The form now in 
use is the one given in this table. 

[ denotes that the apocopated form of the Preterite is used, as 

HtfK[H7TL. 

Col. 3 gives the 1st and 3rd pers. sing, of the Present Tense, which, 
when the Verb is F., is Future in meaning. 

Col. 4 gives the 2nd sing. Imperative. 

Col. 5 gives the simple F. form, when in -HyTb, and the chief 
prepositions with which the Verb in col. 1, or this form in 
-HjTB (as the case may be), is used in composition. 

Col. 6 gives the Imperative F. 

Col. 7 gives (1) Iteratives as far as their use can be conceived of by 
Russians, as 6irHBaTB, 6pHBdTB; (2) Pro-ItercUives (or Com- 
positives), as -6'lrdTB, -na;i;dTB, -RyndiB; (5) Indefinites as 
XOA^TB ; and (4) an occasional N. form as KacdTBCfl, kha^tb. 
All in this colunm form in composition the Imper/ective, 

When, in a few cases, there is a choice of vowels, the optional ones 
are in brackets as nj[d(6)THT'B. 

A vertical line before atb distinguishes the Ifi conjugation from I. 
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JUDAS ISCARIOT, by L. N. Andreyev. Translation from 
the Russian, by W. H. Lowe. [In the Press. 
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